
Stories of the Cahto Tribe 
Milk-snake among the Eels 
(This is a line-by-line translation (within the limits of English readability) 

They were collecting brush, they say. 

Ten people gathered wood, they say. 

They made a fire, they say. 

When it was evening two (eels) swam there, they say. 

One swam there, they say. 

Three swam there, they say. 

Five swam there, they say. 

Ten swam there, they say. 

One swam there, they say. 

There were none, they say. 

For a long time one swam there, they say. 

Two swam there, they say. 

Ten swam there, they say. 

As many as twenty swam there, they say. 

When a milksnake (California Kingsnake) swam there the people ran away, 
they say. 

Two people stood in the water, they say. 

The milksnake swam there, they say. 

They left them, they say. 

"Go home," the people said, they say. 

Before dawn they quit because they were afraid. 


